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Prostate cancer is the most common cancer in men in the 
UK
. 37
,000 men are diagnosed with prostate cancer every year and one man dies every hour of the disease.
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The Prostate Cancer Charity comments on draft decision by NICE not to recommend life-extending treatment for prostate cancer


The Prostate Cancer Charity comments on draft guidance issued today by the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE), which proposes that they will not recommend abiraterone – a life extending treatment for men in the final stages of prostate cancer – to be made available on the NHS in England and Wales.

Owen Sharp, Chief Executive of The Prostate Cancer Charity, explains: “Quite simply, abiraterone prolongs the life of men with incurable prostate cancer. This draft decision is a bitter blow to thousands of men and their families – and must be overturned. The drug is one of the biggest breakthroughs in the treatment of the disease for many years, and it will be devastating if this drug remains out of their reach when they need it the most. 

“Abiraterone can increase the amount of time a man with advanced prostate cancer has left to live by an average of about four months and in a very human currency, this may give him the chance to walk his daughter down the aisle or see the birth of a grandchild.

[bookmark: _GoBack]“Sadly, this draft decision sends yet another clear message to men that investing in treatments for prostate cancer is simply not a priority for the NHS. Men, running out of time and often desperately trying to access this drug, are currently being forced into a postcode lottery, where decisions on whether they are given a further chance at life are made based on where they live in the UK. This cannot continue and it is imperative that NICE urgently reconsider their draft decision.”

ENDS

Case studies of men who have taken the drug are available on request. Please contact The Prostate Cancer Charity’s Press Office for details.

For further information on The Prostate Cancer Charity please contact: 

Nikki Nagler 0208 222 7670 Nicola.Nagler@prostate-cancer.org.uk 
Mary Frampton 0208 222 7633 Mary.Frampton@prostate-cancer.org.uk

Out of hours contact: 0798 432 5001

Information on abiraterone

Abiraterone has been proven to help men to live, for much longer and with a better quality of life than they could hope without the drug. 

In a phase III clinical trial, men with advanced prostate cancer that had spread and was no longer responding to hormone therapies or chemotherapy were given either abiraterone and a steroid drug (called prednisolone) or a placebo (dummy) drug and steroid.  The men who had been given abiraterone lived on average for 3.9 months longer than the men on the placebo drug.  Reference: de Bono J et al (2011) “Abiraterone and increased survival in metastatic prostate cancer” The New England Journal of Medicine 364(21):1995-2005

Prostate cancer is the most common cancer diagnosed in men in the UK. Every year in the UK 37,000 men are diagnosed with the disease and 250,000 men are living with it. One man dies every hour of prostate cancer in the UK. 

African Caribbean men are three times more likely to develop prostate cancer than white men. 

The Prostate Cancer Charity is striving for a world where lives are no longer limited by prostate cancer. The Charity is fighting prostate cancer on every front - through research, support, information and campaigning. 

If you have any queries about prostate cancer, call The Prostate Cancer Charity's confidential Helpline 0800 074 8383 which is staffed by specialist nurses and open from 10am to 4pm Monday to Friday and Wednesdays from 7 - 9pm or visit www.prostate-cancer.org.uk
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